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MONTPELLIER DEGREES—President Ben R. Lacy, Jr., (left), of Union 
Theological Seminary in Virgiina, receives an honorary doctorate of the- 
ology from Professor Lucien Rimbault (right), of the theological faculty of 
the University of Montpellier, France. Looking on is Samuel Newell, of 
Atlanta, president of last year’s student body and now a fellowship student, 
who received an honorary bachelor of theology degree. The degrees, given 
in perpetuity, will be held by their successors in office. Dr. Rimbault has 
been Union’s first visiting professor from abroad in its 137 years. Seminary 
students and faculty have sent thousands of dollars and tons of food and 
clothing to the French institution. This year they have already pledged 
$6,000. (Richmond News Leader Photo.) 
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they had ever attended. Let me add my 
Amen to this and say as a minister it was 
the best I have ever attended. . 


DENNY M. 


Echo Meetings Being Held 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

° . I want to congratulate you on the 
coverage of the men’s convention and the 
special issues put out in Atlanta. We 
mailed copies from there and brought 
some home with us. Thanks for the serv- 
ice. . . 

To spread the inspiration of the con- 
vention, the men of El Paso Presbytery 
met at the First church, Midland, Novem- 
ber 16. Echoes of the convention were 
given by the 19 men who attended and by 
Jack McMichael, regional director. ae 

WM. H. FOSTER. 


HILL. 
Pickens, S. C. 





Is it possible still to obtain two or three 
complete sets of the Convention Daily to 
be sent to friends who could not attend 
that great gathering in person? I would 
be glad to join in some adequate expres- 
sion of appreciation for this remarkahkge 
piece of service to the men attending the 
convention. It was a splendid job well 
executed and served a fine purpose. 


=. T. LINDSAY. 
Lubbock, Texas. veces 7 


Decatur, Ga. 





I want to congratulate you on your 
paper every day during the Atlanta meet- 
ing. I know that all the men appreciate 
it very much. 


I want to tell you what a splendid con- 
tribution you made to the success of the 
Atlanta convention with the Convention 
Daily. This enabled the men to bring back 
home with them the principal points in 
nearly all of the addresses and will cer- 
tainly be helpful when they make their 
reports to their home churches. . ‘ 

E, L. REPASS. 


J. ED EDENS. 


Okolona, Miss. 





Let me congratulate you on the splen- 
did way you covered the men’s convention 
in Atlanta. Your coverage of the meet- 
ing added to the splendid program ar- 
ranged by the Assembly’s Men’s Council. 
The laymen attending from our church 
said it was the best meeting of any kind 


Roanoke, Va. 


Your issues of the Convention Daily not 
only captured the atmosphere of the con- 
vention but also they were outstanding 





THANKSGIVING DAY, 1949 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


A Proclamation 


N ACCORDANCE with our cherished custom, let us pause from our labors for 
one day in this autumnal season and offer prayers of thanks to the Divine 
Giver of our bounty. 

We are grateful for the plentiful harvests of our fields, for the abundance of 
goods produced by our industries, and for the multitude of spiritual blessings 
which enrich our lives. 

We are thankful that our resources enable us to aid the peoples of other 
countries in the furtherance of economic well-being and security. 

We deeply appreciate the strength of our democratic institutions and the 
preservation of those ideals of liberty and justice which form the basis of national 
stability and international peace. The times demand more than the wisdom of 
man can provide. There should be in the hearts of all good men and true a reali- 
zation that as the Psalmist said: ‘‘There is no king saved by the multitude of an 
host: a mighty man is not delivered by much strength.”” Humbly grateful for 
these benefactions, may we add to our prayers of thanksgiving a plea for divine 
guidance of the leaders of our nation and the leaders of all other nations in their 
efforts to promote peace and freedom for all men. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, HARRY S&S. TRUMAN, President of the United States 
of America, having in mind the joint congressional resolution of December 26, 
1941, which made the fourth Thursday in November a legal holiday, do hereby 
proclaim Thursday, November 24, 1949, as Thanksgiving Day, and I urge all citi- 
zens to observe the day with reverence. Let us, on the appointed day, in our homes 
and in our accustomed places of worship, give thanks to Almighty God for the 
blessings which have signalized our lot as a Nation, and let us ask for the gift 
of wisdom in our striving for a better world. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal 
of the United States of America to be affixed. 

DONE at the City of Washington this tenth day of November in the year of 
our Lord nineteen hundred and forty-nine, and of the In- 
dependence of the United States of America the one hun- 
dred and seventy-fourth. 


(SEAL) 


HARRY S. TRUMAN. 
By the President: 


JAMES E. WEBB 
Acting Secretary of State. 


in verbal and pictorial reporting. . ..f 
Was amazed at your ability to get these 
issues out. They were excellent. I only 
wish every man in our General Assembly 
had copies. ‘ 

CAMERON D. DEANS. 


Richmond, Va. 





Magnificent contribution. Expres- 
sions of gratitude have come to me from 
hundreds of men who attended. ‘ 

CLINTON HARRIS. 

Richmond, Va. 


Send us 200 copies of each of the daily 
papers. 
RIVERSIDE CHURCH, 
ete., etc, 


Jacksonville, Fla. 


THANKSGIVING TO CHRISTMAS 
BIBLE READINGS 


HE SIXTH annual World-Wide 
Bible Reading program, _ spon- 
sored by the American Bible so- 

ciety, began on Thanksgiving day, No- 
vember 24, and will end on Christmas 
day. The theme of this year’s program 
is, ‘“‘Tbhe Book to Live By.” 

For the 32-day reading program, the 
Bible Society has prepared a list of daily 
Bible readings in the form of a book- 


mark, which fits conveniently in the 
Bible. Last year more than 12,000,000 


of the bookmarks were distributed. This - 
year, in response to requests from in- 
dustrial organizations, a bookmark in a 
special size has also been prepared and 
is being distributed. These are being 
enclosed in salary envelopes, statements, 
ete. 


Thanksgiving, November 24..Psalm 23 


SE 4s: “gab once meee ede @ Psalm 27 
RE Ore arr Psalm 103 
Sunday, November 27 ....... Isaiah 35 
NN Gi ach orca e ela, we eles Romans 12 
I a. ats ea, es > Sao ....lsaiah 55 
Wednesday ......20.. I Corinthians 13 
Thursday, December 1 ....... John 14 
ON a are arg as gratis rte Shia deme Psalm 8 


| ree are Revelation 21:1-7 
Sunday, December 4 ....II1 Timothy 2 


OE eee eee Micah 6:1-8 
WuenGay 6. ose ceca sess ee TEES 
Wednesday ........Revelation 22:1-7 
ID oo kxie's wisn ee was John 3:1-17 
Friday .. ....I Thessalonians 5:12-2§ 
PO ee ee Mark 4:1-20 


Universal Bible Sunday, 

December 11 ..II Chronicles 7:11-18 
NE ig ne Ge Oe ee eos John 4:1-14 
NI 2,5) a: 4-6 6 erga Luke 10:25-37 
Wednesday. ....... Matthew 25:31-46 


ae Exodus 20:1-17 
REASON erent Matthew 6:5-15 
ae a ee Psalm 119:33-40 
Sunday, December 18..... John 1:1-14 
DE 0c Go sew ammee Matthew 5:1-12 
MD kk apicivadnna en Isaiah 9:2-7 
TET «oda se cies Romans 8:12-39 
Thursday...... I Corinthians 15:35-58 
eA rare eee en Isaiah 40 
a re rey ee Isaiah 53 
Christmas, December 25 ..... Luke 2 


Additional copies of the daily read- 
ings may be secured, free of charge, 
from the American Bible society, 450 
Park Avenue, New York City 22. 


THH PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 


the act of March 3, 1879. 
Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 2-9492. 


Published weekly on Monday at Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, 
10c a copy. $4.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra 
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Oklahoma Baptists Give 
New Meaning to ‘‘Modernism”’ 


Oklahoma City. (RNS)—The Okla- 
homa Baptist General Convention ruled 
here that ‘‘modern”’ churches cannot be 
accepted into membership. 

Delegates to the annual meeting of 
the convention adopted a resolution ban- 
ning churches which recognize non- 
Baptist baptism'or open communion or 
which join the Federal Council of 
Churches or the World Council of 
Churches. 

M. E. Ramay, Edmond, the Conven- 
tion’s retiring president, introduced the 
resolution as a substitute for a consti- 
tutional amendment which he first pro- 
posed at the 1948 meeting in Muskogee. 

The resolution, Ramay explained, 
would mean that any church practicing 
“modernism” could not send ‘‘messen- 
gers” to the state convention. 


In Arkansas Too 


Little Rock, Ark. (RN&)—An amend- 
ment to the constitution of the Arkan- 
sas Baptist Convention ‘to protect 
fundamental Baptist doctrine’ was pre- 
sented at the group’s meeting here by 
John L. Dodge of Hot Springs. 

The amendment provides that any 
church practicing doctrinal liberalism 
will forfeit the right to have messengers 
(delegates) at annual Convention ses- 
sions. It also disapproves membership 
in or cooperation with the Federal 
Council of Churches or the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


Church Will Build for Others 
Rather Than Spend on Itself 


Richmond, Va. (RNS)—A _ Baptist 
pastor here has asked his congregation 
to abandon plans for erecting a $150,- 
000 addition to their church and use 
the money instead to build chapels in 
unchurched sections of Richmond. 

T. Rupert Coleman said the Ginter 
Park Baptist church could get along 
without the addition if services and Sun- 
day school were held in shifts. 

Dr. Coleman’s plan for chapels in un- 
churched areas is expected to be dis- 
cussed at forums and other church meet- 
ings for two or three months before 
final decision is made. He quoted some 
members of the board of deacons as 
saying the congregation appeared to be 
almost unanimously in favor of the pro- 
posal. 

“T couldn’t be happy thinking of us 
investing that much money here when 
people in other sections of Richmond 
need churches so badly,’’ Dr. Coleman 
said. (Editorial, page 8.) 


Reunion Opponents Hold Meeting 


Twenty Laymen and Ministers Offer 


Conditions But Admit They Would 


Not Be Trusted or Acceptable 


Birmingham, Ala. (RNS)—Twenty 
ministers, elders and deacons of Pres- 
byterian churches in four Southern 
states held a ‘‘non-union”’ rally here to 
protest the proposed unification of the 
‘‘Northern” and Southern Presbyterian 
Churches. 


Meanwhile, elders of Birmingham 


Presbytery are laying plans of their own 
for opposing the union. 


In a three-hour session at Second 
Presbyterian church, Presbyterian lead- 
ers from four “Deep South” states dis- 
cussed the issue and came up with the- 
ological and secular reasons against the 
merger. 


W. C. Robinson, Columbia Theological 
Seminary professor, Decatur, Ga., said 
he did not object to union as such, but 


that he did oppose merger udner the 
1949 plan. 

He named as safeguards that should 
be included in any union plan: 

(1) Recognizing that Christ, and not 
the General Assembly, is the lawgiver 
of the Presbyterian Church. 

(2) Agreeing to place in the ordina- 
tion ceremony a statement that minis- 
ters recognize that Christ is God in- 
carnate. 

(3) Allowing ministers who change 
their doctrinal views to state their posi- 
tion before the presbytery. 

R. W. Cousar, pastor of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., Central Presbyterian church, ex- 
pressed doubt that these conditions 
would be met by the Presbyterian 
Church in the USA (‘“Northern’’), and 
if met, that they would be followed. 


Rural Church Needs United Effort 


Nebraska Meeting Hears That Protestants Must Show Real Concern 


1 HE MULTIPLE problems confront- 
ing Protestantism in American 
rural life can be solved only 

through the cooperative efforts of all 
major Protestant denominations work- 
ing as a single force unhampered by 
denominational limitations and restric- 
tions. 


This in essense sums up the many 
recommendations reached by various 
commissions at the sixth annual convo- 
cation on the Church in Town and Coun- 
try sponsored recently in Lincoln, Ne- 
braska, by the Home Missions Council 
of North America, the Federal Council 
of Churches, and the International 
Council of Religious Education. 


Commission reports presented to the 
convocation for reference to the denomi- 
nations for study and action dealt with 
practically every phase of rural church 
life, including special problems encount- 
ered in isolated areas, ‘fringe’ areas on 
the outskirts of large industrial centers, 
cut-over timberlands of northern states, 
the cotton-growing areas, and the rural 
industrial community. 


In each instance, these reports re- 
peatedly called for cooperative Protes- 
tant effort and planning as a means of 
bringing about a more creative and dy- 
namic rural ministry. 


Must Be Cooperative 


For example, the report on a religious 
ministry to isolated areas, pointed out 
that the high cost ‘in men and means 
cannot be met with any degree of satis- 
faction in any area by one church body 
alone, but must be done on a coopera- 
tive basis, using the total resources of 
all the major church bodies.”’ 

Similarly the commission charged to 
develop a program for mining and in- 
dustrial areas, observed that ‘‘the pres- 
ent procedure of several denominations 
attempting to minister in a camp, all 
using the company-owned church build- 
ing, makes for confusion and ill will.” 

The same report went on to say that 
“when denominational cooperation be- 
comes a reality, a statesman-like ap- 
proach to management, labor and other 
community groups will result in a united 
movement powerful enough to provide 
both moral and physical success.’’ 


Reaching ‘‘The Fringe” 

The commission dealing with the 
“fringe’’ area stressed that interdenomi- 
national cooperative planning was a ne- 
cessity to effect a realistic program of 
chureh action in this rapidly growing 
area of rural life. 

Some of the problems growing out of 
the “rural non-farm’ population in 











STILLMAN PRESIDENT—Recently inaugurated as president of Stillman 
College, Tuscaloosa, Ala., Samuel Burney Hay (above), former pastor at 
Auburn, Ala., received the good wishes of educators and church leaders gen- 
erally. President Benjamin E. Mays, of Morehouse College, made the in- 


augural address. 


The Alabama Citizen of Tuscaloosa published a special 


Stillman issue in connection with the event. 





these areas were highlighted in a major 
address by Edwin L. Becker, national 
director for the Town and Country 
Church of the Disciples of Christ. 

He told delegates that this segment 
of the population was the ‘“‘most rapidly 
growing group in America, and numbers 
between nine and ten million persons 
who neither farm nor live in town, but 
are rural residents with jobs in urban 
centers.”’ 

Any effective ministry to these resi- 
dents, Mr. Becker stressed, had to be 
based on a knowledge of their varied 
religious and social backgrounds. 

As an example, he cited one rural 
township bordering a city in which resi- 
dents were found to have more than 100 
different church backgrounds. 

Other factors which tend to make a 
religious ministry to these people diffi- 
cult, Mr. Becker said, are lack of com- 
munity organization, division of inter- 
est between home and work, and time- 
consuming household enterprises such 
as gardening and repairs. 


+ 


Warning that church membership was 
being out-stripped by population growth, 
he urged a ‘“‘well planned and aggressive 
program of evangelism” in behalf of the 
rural non-farm population. 

Above all, he told delegates, the 
church ‘“‘must seek to establish agencies 
and institutions that can express the 
common life of the people, which can 
only be accomplished as the church re- 
lates itself to the schools, the farm or- 
ganizations, the labor unions, the par- 
ent’s clubs and other agencies.”’ 

One of the major recommendations 
made by the eleven commissions was the 
need for the development of group and 
settlement house type of ministries, 
especially for cotton growing areas of 
the south, the mountain regions, and 
the cut-over timberlands. 

Speaking of mining areas, one of the 
reports observed that “in view of the 
limited and antiquated church program 
we believe that a life-centered and all- 
inclusive program should be offered 
through the settlement house type of 


ministry, lose much of their value un- 
less supplemented by a program that 
touches every phase of a person’s life.” 


Need Rounded Program 


According to I. George Nace, newly 
appointed co-executive secretary of the 
Home Missions Council, the future of 
Protestantism lies not only in inter- 
denominational cooperation, but in a 
well-rounded group ministry. 

In one of the major addresses, Dr. 
Nace said that an ideal parish set-up 
should include the services of at least 
one full-time minister with primary re- 
sponsibilities for preaching, a religious 
education director for full-time educa- 
tion and social activities, and a pastor 
to serve as a personal counselor to the 
congregation. Many rural churches, he 
said, are ‘‘as dead as King Tut” be- 
cause they remain content to use “‘horse 
and buggy” techniques. 

He warned that ‘‘unless methods and 
means’’ can be found for the country 
church to influence educational and 
social activities in the community in 
“a larger and more aggressive service,” 
secular institutions will take over and 
become entrenched. 

Dr. Nace proposed that churches fol- 
low the pattern of rural schools by con- 
solidating their resources and by ‘“‘mov- 
ing to a more logical center of opera- 
tion.”” Charging that “selfish individ- 
uals” in some denominations ‘often 
stand in the way of re-churching,” he 
added: 


“The danger now as always is to con- 
ceive of our organizations, institutions 
and systems as ends in themselves. They 
seem to become more important than 
the things they were organized to 
achieve. This is a peril that is espe- 
cially characteristic of the church. Sys- 
tems become entrenched, if not petrified. 
The re-churching of rural America will 
require the reconstruction and revamp- 
ing of our denominational system.” 


Hymn of the Month for Young 
People Urged by Nelson 


Buffalo, N. Y. (RNS)—A “hymn of 
the month” to interest young people in 
church music was suggested here by 
John Oliver Nelson of New York, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Commission on 
the Ministry of the Federal Council of 
Churches. 

Speaking at a worship seminar for 
several hundred churches sponsored by 
the Council of Churches of Buffalo and 
Erie County, Dr. Nelson said: 

“Teach the young people new hymns 
along with old favorites. Let’s have a 
hymn of the month. Have them sing it 
every Sunday and by the fourth Sunday 
they wiil be raising the rafters with the 
chorus.” 

Dr. Nelson said. ‘‘We must do more 
with beauty in the church. . .Young peo- 
ple are accustomed to technicolor mov- 
ies, colorful school dramas, attractive 
business promotions and elegant home 
furnishings.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 














si 


un 
aft 


oul 
che 
un 
tas 


Col 
NO 


1 oFPMS met 


we 
' 


— 
=e 


D- 


ins 
2 a 
- it 
lay 
the 


ore 
Ov- 


‘ive 
yme 














Missions Tomorrow in China 


spond to the invitation of THE 

PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK to 
write something on this subject. It re- 
calls the long family association with 
our Southern Church. My name en- 
shrines the veneration of my parents 
for our first secretary of foreign mis- 
sions, Dr. John Leighton Wilson. They 
spent many years in its service, my 
father having been one of the first three 
young men appointed to China three 
years after the conclusion of the Civil 
War. My two brothers and I followed 
them in our successive appointments to 
what was then known as our Mid-China 
Mission, David as a medical missionary 


[’ IS with deep emotion that I re- 


By J. LEIGHTON STUART 
% 


president. This is the only institution 
of college grade in China in which our 
church has a share, and we have good 
reason to be proud of its notable con- 
tribution to the Christian movement in 
that area. 


Warren then took my place as one of 
the representatives of our church in 
Nanking Seminary when I resigned. In 
addition to this family history I have 
the happy memory of intimate friend- 
ships with senior colleagues or con- 
temporaries, or yet again with their 











AMBASSADOR TO CHINA—Dr. Stuart, who tells something of his mis- 
sionary service in China, reports here on the future for missions, as he sees 
it today. 


until terminated by his untimely death 
after a very brief period; Warren and 
I each with the intention of continuing 
our father’s evangelistic work in Hang- 


chow. But each in turn deserted him 
under the call of the mission to other 
tasks. 


Seminary in Nanking 


Soon after I had gotten a fair start 
it was voted that I join the faculty of 
the newly organized union theological 
seminary in Nanking, where I taught 
the New Testament until I felt myself 
drawn yet further afield to become presi- 
dent of another newly organized union 
institution, Yenching University at 
Peking. 

Warren had meanwhile been assigned 
to the faculty of Hangchow Christian 
College of which in time he became 
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successors, a surprising number of 
whom have been the children of the 
earlier missionaries. 


The Forward Movement 


The maintenance of our China Mis- 
sions has called also for the continuing 
financial support by the home church. 
In this too I have the joyous memory 
of the Forward Movement undertaken 
by Fairman Preston, Lacy Moffett and 
myself in an effort to increase and 
stabilize the foreign mission income of 
our church. At that time many more 
young men and women in our own and 
other churches were volunteering for 
missionary service than could be sent. 
We had learned of a scheme for syste- 
matic giving by which each local church 
would maintain in its regular budget 
one or more foreign missionaries on the 


same basis as the salary of its own 
pastor. It seemed at the time to many 
people—including perhaps ourselves—a 
wildly visionary adventure. But it 
worked and soon became the regular 
procedure as approved by our General 
Assembly. 

This happened just after the turn of 
the century, but I still remember the 
cordial response our ministers and con- 
gregations almost invariably gave to us 
three youthful pioneers all over the 
Southern States, and the many friends 
we made in the process—including our 
three wives. It gave us convincing evi- 
dence of the belief of our people in 
the cause and of their consecrated gen- 
erosity. 

If this seems a somewhat too personal 
narrative it may be tolerated as a par- 
tial explanation of my continuing in- 
terest in the subject as well as a re- 
minder of the long years of devoted 
service to the cause both on the part 
of the churches in this country and 
that of their workers abroad. What 
has been so splendidly true of our own 
church is equally so of all the others 
which have established missions in 
China. 


What the Future Holds 


This gives an approach for consider- 
ing the question now in the minds of 
so many of us as to whether Christian 
missionary effort can or should be car- 
ried on under a Communist regime as 
will certainly be the case for the fore- 
seeable future in China. That its 
ideology with its openly materialistic 
or atheistic philosophy must be in con- 
flict with every form of religious belief 
should be acknowledged. That its 
present leaders have a fanatical belief 
in their creed and a ruthless determi- 
nation to enforce its doctrines through- 
out China can also be assumed. 

But on the other hand they antici- 
pate a period of one or more decades 
during which the Chinese people must 
be trained for what they describe as 
“The New Democracy” or ‘democratic 
dictatorship”? before they will be ready 
for advanced Communism. They are 
also aware that religion—by which sig- 
nificantly they seem to be thinking 
chiefly of Christianity—is accepted by 
a substantial element of the population, 
has social value in its educational and 
philanthropic activities, and further- 
more flourishes most when under per- 
secution. It should, therefore, be per- 
mitted under restrictions which seem 
to render it innocuous from the stand- 
point of their own aims. 

It should also be kept in mind that 
for political reasons they are at present 
strongly antagonistic to the American 
Government, and have been indulging 
in vicious propaganda to that effect, 
although they distinguish between our 
government and those of our citizens 
who are working for the welfare of 
the Chinese people. 








Some Revised Emphases and hospitals can function without any takably on the new authorities because 
sacrifice of vital principle they are con- of their intolerant policies rather than 

There have always been economic’ serving the results of the past, bear- because of hardships incurred or dan- 
problems connected with self-supporting effective witness in the present con- gers feared by our missionaries in the 
by local congregations and these have fusion, and influencing a future which present uncertainties. 
been accentuated by certain guiding we cannot clearly see but must look for- Meanwhile we should heartily and \ 
principles of the New Order. This may ward to with the calm confidence that hopefully stand behind those who are 
well lead to revised emphases or pro- springs from Christian faith. If any at the front are passing through a time Do 
cedures in some aspects of mission work. or all of these are to be abandoned, the of severe tensions and harrowing per- 

But as long as our churches, schools’ responsibility should be placed unmis-  plexities. 7 
o n sle 

The Church and International Affairs ru 

ha 

F CHRISTIANITY goes, says T. 8S. By GEO. K. A. BELL* should, therefore, be eager to promote z 

Eliot in his Notes Towards the Defi- such a peace, to encourage the inter- 

nition of Culture, the whole of our 3 national organizations and the various er 
culture goes. This is a sociological fact, gerended. | would therefore urge that ‘fluences which make for peace, and to le 
not the mere assumption of a church- not only is it right for the church to resist those which are hostile. It - 
man. proclaim the fundamental ethical and should challenge any economic or politi- 

The great difference between the 20th spiritual convictions for which it stands, ©! System which prepares the ground th 
century and previous centuries is that put also that it is to the undoubted ad- f°" War- Similarly, the church ought 
no common moral code is now accepted yantage of the world of nations that it to be a champion of human rights and » 
by the nations. This is in part due to should do so. I conceive that the most ‘© @ffirm that the rights of men derive 
the divisions of Christendom, but much _ yital function of the Christian Church rectly from their condition as children 
more to the growth of nationalism and jn international affairs is the function °f G04 42nd not of the State. - 
the rise of the sovereign State. The of prophet or teacher of the great Chris- Religion is both a belief and a way fa 
want of a common ethos lies at the reot tian idea, and I believe that Christian of life, and cannot really be separated is 
of the deadlock in the Council of For- should stand by Christian right across from politics today. It is true that cer- “ 
eign Ministers, and of the continual  nyational frontiers. tain forms of economic injustice, laissez- in 
difficulties besetting the Security Coun- faire capitalism and racial discrimina- uw 
cil. I do not see how any permanent The Church As Prophet tion have created conditions favorable to le 
international legal structure adequate to How is the Christian Church to ex- Communism’s growth. But these facts fr 
present needs can be erected in the erecise the role of prophet? It ought should not blind us to the truth that the ge 
world of nations without a far greater pot, in my opinion, to usurp the role Marxian Communism of our day is an ot 
body of concrete common convictions of ruler of a nation with a detailed atheistic religion in complete conflict ta 
than is yet apparent. political program, or arbiter, in the With Christianity and with any spiritual it 

But Christian doctrine has all too sense of political divider, among the view of life. 
often been left unexpounded and un- States. Its interventions should be di- 
ae ‘aisle rected to the advancing of the great Express the Christian Conscience 

*The Bishop of Chichester, chairman Christian ideas in a particular situation, 
of the Central Committee of the World or to their defense when they are out- What are the ways and means ic 
Council of Churches, has written an arti- raged. through which the church — ae le 
cle, of which this is an abstract, for the Clearly peace, based on justice, is a pression to the Christian conscience to- u 
October issue of International Affairs. supreme concern of the church. It day? On the international scene there si 

is now an instrument for the coopera- n 

tion of the non-Roman churches unpar- st 

alleled since the division of Christen- j 

dom. The World Council of Churches j 

is a living expression of a supra-national t! 

fellowship transcending race and nation, t 

class, and culture, knit together in faith, il 

service and understanding. It should be r 

the center of continuous reflection on b 

and exposition of the great Christian s 

ideas which should direct the world of i 

nations, leading at times to a clear state- i 

ment of the relevance of these ideas to I 

a world situation. € 

Through its Churches’ Commission on t 

International Affairs, it can get into t 
touch with political organizations such 

as the U. N., aequire precise informa- t 

tion, and exercise influence at concrete C 

points. With the help of the CCIA and ¢ 

of its own members in different coun- i 

tries, if it were satisfied of the gravity § 

of the issue, the principles involved and t 

IN TOKYO —Enmil Brunner (right) of Switzerland, one of the world’s lead- the facts, the World Council could in- I 

ing theologians, is shown here as he appeared at the All-Japan Christian tervene in a particular international 

Workers’ Conference. With him are Mrs. Brunner and Toyoh'ko Kagawa, crisis by representations to the Security 1 

Japanese Christian leader. Dr. Brunner gave the keynote address at the Council or other political authority, and . 
conference which was called to rally support for the five-year evangelistic by mobilizing opinion among the 

drive launched by the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan).— churches generally.—Ecumenical Press 

RNS Photo. Service. 
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They Don’t Come to Church 


By WILLIAM CROWE, JR. 


MRS. DOE and Mr. Doe and the 

little Does have nothing to do 

with their church. The junior 
Does would enjoy a church relationship 
put their parents have not a single 
morning in the week besides Sunday to 
sleep late. Since that is a matter of 
supreme importance Bucky and Nancy 
have no one to prepare their breakfasts 
and get them off. Of course, by the 
time they are old enough to prepare 
their own food and get to the church 
unsupervised, the matter of attendance 
will have lost its importance and will 
not be worthy of the effort. 

Mr. and Mrs. Doe are slightly less 
than middle aged, rather intelligent and 
pleasing personally. Mr. Doe works five 
and a half days a week at an office 
where he receives slightly less than a 
mediocre salary. He has few friends. 
He drinks too much for his well being, 
far too much for his pocket book. He 
is unhappy, gloomily aware of being 
“unsuccessful”; conscious also of hav- 
ing little to live for. His time is taken 
up with recording orders in fine-lined 
ledgers, reading sports news, comics and 
front page headlines. When his lawn 
gets too far gone he works over it. Of 
course, he is bored but he has never 
taken the trouble to find the cause for 
it. 


On Many Committees 


Mrs. Doe is unhappy, too. She is an 
idealistic person, or thinks she is. At 
least, she is afraid she might hecome 
useless and have little to live for. Con- 
sequently, in order to prove to her 
neighbors and more particularly to her- 
self that she can be worthwhile, she has 
joined most of the things there are to 
join. She is on committees in all of 
them, secretary of two. There is much 
telephoning to do, there are many meet- 
ings to attend, many programs to ar- 
range. In fact, Mrs. Doe is an extremely 
busy person, sacrificing herself con- 
stantly for her fellowman and gratify- 
ing herself over her achievement of be- 
ing busy. Mrs. Doe, however, is an un- 
happy and disillusioned woman. She 
does not drink. She is an inebriate in 
the organizational method of intoxica- 
tion. 

One day her minister suggested to her 
that she was trying to get satisfaction 
out of a mechanical whirl and that he 
did not believe there was satisfaction 
in it. He struck a surprisingly respon- 
sive chord. He explained that the 
things she was investing herself in so 
lavishly were almost wholly secular in 
nature and that her own nature was 
made to find satisfaction out of giving 


*An associate editor of this paper; 
minister, First Church, Wilmington, 
N. C. 
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herself to her God. The church, he told 
her, had every opportunity in it for 
service that produced permanent results. 
She was going through motions that 
would be forgotten tomorrow. 
Short-Circuited Ambitions 


Mrs. Doe wishes to do better. She 
wishes she were in a form cf living that 
would be more productive. However, 
a web has woven itself about her. She 
wishes Mr. Doe would get out of the rut 
he is in but she does not know how to 
help him. Perhaps, she fears, she has 
lost her chance. Perhaps, he would 
have been different if she had been. And 
now the children have a stake in all 
this. The next Sunday all the Does 
were at Sunday school and church, too, 
but the following week had a heavy 
schedule for her, and Saturday Mr. Doe 
drank too much, so they simply had to 
sleep late the next morning and the am- 
bition to do better was cut short. 

Mr. and Mrs. Doe and the two little 
Does are in for hard times some day. 
They are all four among God’s problem 
children. Their minister is determined 
to keep on trying to help them but they 
haven’t much to build on. They are 
nice people but they’ve lost the way. Or 
maybe they-had never found it. 








— Cpe " — — REN - 


MEETS ON UN COMMITTEE—James C. 
Faw, (above) executive secretary of the 
Richmond, Va., Community Council and 
a member of East Hanover Presbytery, 
met recently at Lake Success on the 
Committee on International Fellowships 
as one of six delegates from the U. S. 
Other countries represented were Chile, 
Mexico and Canada, studying exchange 
programs in welfare administration. 
Plans made there will later be merged 
with those from Asia and Europe. 


Cleaning Up the Graveyard 
Is Not Enough 


North Carolina was invited out 

to a echureh-sponsored Harvest 
Festival in Lenoir County last week. 
Among other things he was reported 
to have said that the greatest weak- 
ness in North Carolina was in its 
rural churches. He added, ‘‘ Paint- 
ing every ten years and eleaning up 
the graveyard every Homecoming 
Day is not enough.’’ The first state- 
ment is debatable, but not the second. 
There are some fine, efficient and pro- 
gressive rural echurehes in North 
Carolina, but there should be more. 
The economic basis of living in rural] 
North Carolina warrants a vastly im- 
proved church and echureh program. 
New facilities, new churches, new ad- 
ditions to present structures, reno- 
vations, multiplied services—these 
and a host of possibilities leap to our 
attention in any consideration of the 
rural church. 

Dr. Clarence Poe has been editor 
of The Progressive Farmer for 50 
vears. The cireulation of his publi- 
eation has grown from 5,000 to 1,- 
100,000 under his guidance. On the 
observance of his important anni- 
versary he made this statement: 
“The Southeast, and _ especially 
North Carolina, is making faster pro- 
gress than the nation as a whole and 
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the development of dairying has been 
especially remarkable.’’ He said that 
more important than anything else 
he had done as an editor was his con- 
stant campaign for ‘‘two-armed’’ 
farming—productive of livestock as 
well as crops. He emphasized that 
crops bring income only six months 
of the year while livestock income 
rolls in for twelve months. While 
crediting the Southeast with more 
rapid strides now than anv other see- 
tion of the country, Dr. Poe said its 
greatest problem still is to develop 
a balaneed system of farming. 
‘*What I’m trying to do now,”’ said 
he, ‘‘is to bring up our livestock, 
dairy and poultry production. The 
Southeast is making very rapid pro- 
gress now and if it can continue for 
five more years we’ll be in great 
shape,’’ he concluded. 

We have the home base for great 


churches. Here we have the per- 
sonnel and resourees for vigorous 
churches. Never have we had so 


many allies in our warfare against 
evil—the evils of ignorance and pov- 
erty—and comrades in our march to- 
ward progress. This is a great age 
for the church. God pity the church 
if it marks time during this age of 
prosperity and progress.—Editorial 


in THE CHRISTIAN SUN. 
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EDITORIAL 


Conservation Will Do It 


Along with our reports this week and 





last from the important meeting on 
town and rural churches in Lincoln, 
Nebraska (page 3), we like to quote 


here from the recent issue of the Coun- 
try Church Challenger which is issued 
occasionally by Cecil A. Thompson, of 
the Columbia Seminary faculty. For 
many more than town and rural situ- 
ations we think this has far-reaching 
application: 


Restoration and Conservation 


The writer this summer had the privi- 


lege of attending several soil conser- 
vation meetings and farmers’ gather- 
ings. While riding along the highway 


with a United States Conservation Agent, 
we turned off a little side road and drove 
upon a beautiful, rolling hillside. The 
agent began to show me the beauties 
of a new farm with its rolling acres 
and fine beef and dairy cattle. Fescue 
and lespedeza were everywhere. The 
conservation agent then told me the 
story of this beautiful two or three 
hundred acre farm which now boasted 
of a fine bungalow and well kept farm 
buildings and fences. 

“A few years ago,”’ he said, “this was 
an old gulley-washed hillside, and the 
man who owned it was ready to sell it 
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for a song, move away and admit de- 
feat. The Soil Conservation Service ad- 
vised him to plant grass and lespedeza 
and to do a different type of farming. 
He is now a prosperous farmer and you 
see the condition of the soil. He has 
a lovely home and an entirely dif- 
ferent attitude toward farming.” 
Could this not be true of many of 
our poor, discouraged, and run-down 
country churches? Could we not try 
new methods and enrich our church’s 
life and program? Think of how much 
more satisfaction and joy it would give 
us to have a growing, prosperous situ- 
ation instead of the inert and depress- 
ing situation now prevalent in many 
rural communities, and in many 
churches. WE CAN IF WE WILL. 


This Way Builds the Church 


These columns have praised this sort 
of thing too often for our comments 
this week to be new. However, every 
time we find a church doing it we want 
to lift it up and say, ‘‘This is the way.’”’ 

An item on page three tells of the 
decision of the pastor of the Ginter Park 
3aptist church of Richmond, Va., to re- 
frain from building more and larger 
additions to the present church. In- 
stead, in order to meet present needs, 
identical services will be offered on 
Sunday mornings, thereby using more 
fully the expensive equipment which is 
already provided. Instead of spending 


the $150,000 contemplated on _ the 
present building, it is proposed that 


plans already being made be followed, 
the money borrowed, and that it be used 
to build Baptist churches in some of 
the growing residential areas of the 
city which are not now being reached. 

When churches demonstrate this 
spirit, you see, we gladly say, “That’s 
the way to do it.” 


Talents Plan Works 


Congregations over the country fre- 


quently are reporting that they have 
tried out the Lord’s Parable of the 


Talents and that it works. One of the 
ones to do this is that of the 
Jacksonville, Ala., church, where Robert 
B. MeNeill is minister. 

Eight months ago the congregation 
received $800. Now, after these months 
of investment and personal service, it 
returns $6,854 from seventy of the 
ninety members of the church. 

This sort of effort is sound steward- 
ship, far better than the old-time 
money-making efforts of which churches 
and church organizations were guilty. 
This places the responsibility on the in- 
dividual and it keeps the church from 
dabbling in business enterprises in the 
community while members of the con- 
gregation are fooled into thinking they 
have made a great contribution by buy- 
ing a 50 cent church supper which prob- 
ably cost a dollar. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Any Radical Christians? 


Often it 
very 


recent 





is being said that this is a 
safe college generation—looking 
for security, scurrying for cover when 


any radicial issue presents itself. Stu- 
dents are still expected in America to 
be political eunuchs and spiritual eclec- 
tics and citizens exempted from real 
causes and world demands. 


Are there Christian revolutionaries 
in our midst? We don’t mean funda- 
mentalists, whose zeal is too often its 
own reward. We don’t mean congenital 
objectors, rebels, and martyr-exhibition- 
ists. But can Christianity on campus 
produce a radical saint now and then—- 
a man or woman steeped in prayer, 
gentle of motive but irresistible in ac- 
tion, unafraid, dedicated, willing to lose 
a whole life for Christ in order to gain 
it? 

Today that requires a faith expressed 
in rigid inner discipline, willingness to 
be sneered at as “perfectionist,” out- 
and-out imitation of Jesus’ life found 
in the Gospels, compassion and a hot 
sense of justice. If it leads to poverty 
or pacifism or street-preaching or poli- 
tical protest, well enough. Ours is a 


cool spectator Christianity today on. 
campus. When will we have again 
young people with wills completely 


dedicated to Christ as Lord?—The Inter- 
collegian. 


The Reorganization 





17. THE BOARD OF ANNUITIES 
AND RELIEF 


With the transfer of responsibilities 
for student work and higher education 
to the Assembly’s Board of Education 
with a view to a more complete inte- 
gration of the church’s program, the 
Louisville Board now has half of its 
former task. However, with that half, 
it has a tremendous service to render 
to the church and to the ministry. It 
should be said at this point that all 
churches:of which we know have their 
pensions and ministerial relief agencies 
separately operated as we now will 
have. 

Under the Assembly’s directive, ‘‘the 
primary functions of the Board of An- 
nuities and Relief shall be the manage- 
ment, promotion, and control of the 
annuity programs of the Assembly; and 
the promotion, reception and disburse- 
ment of funds for ministerial relief.” 

The annuity programs are two—one 
for the ministers of the church and 
another for the lay employees. Minis- 
terial relief cares for ministers who re- 
tired before the annuity provisions were 
made available, or who did not par- 
ticipate in the fund: it also provides 
for the widows and children of minis- 
ters not included in the fund. This 
latter provision is becoming smaller 
year by year since more and more peo- 
ple are included under the annuity bene- 
fits. However, ministerial relief funds 
have been sorely needed and well used 
in supplementing the ministers’ annuity 
benefits. 

Under the new organization it might 
be possible to include all foreign mis- 
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sionaries in the annuity fund (they have 
heretofore been provided for by the mis- 
sions committee). Then, one of the 
largest possibilities of service is in con- 
nection with the lay personnel of the 
church agencies on all levels and in all 
types of institutions. 

It seems to us that one of the greatest 
benefits that this agency could offer 
would be in the field of group insurance, 
as suggested by the ad interim commit- 
tee. It is insisted that the proposal 
does not mean that the church should 
go into the insurance business, but it 
could offer group contracts to com- 
panies which engage in that business. 
Here, it is estimated that savings of 
from 20% to 40% could be effected if 


the Board purchased the insurance for 
the entire group involved. This could 
well include life insurance; hospitali- 
zation; sickness and accident, including 
disability; automobile insurance; and 
fire insurance for churches, manses, 
and church-owned property. 

Large businesses regularly secure the 
benefit of lower costs through group in- 
surance plans. The church could effect 
tremendous savings if some such plan 
could be worked out. 

With such possibilities before it, it 
is clear that this agency will have much 
to do, and that it needs to be on its 
own to do it. 

NEXT WEEK—tThe Board of Educa- 
tion. 





SPECIFIC REPENTANCE 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





had had several sessions. The 
prisoner had by turns been flip- 
pant, defiant, sullen, morose, indif- 
ferent. But the preacher did not give 
him up. Finally, the prisoner reached 
the point where he was ready and will- 
ing to pray. He was no longer going 
to blame the state or the boss or his 
lawyer or his wife for the trouble he 
was in. (His was the old story: cashier 
of an important bank, he and others 
higher up had_ systematically and 
cleverly robbed the bank, and the 
cashier had made the journey to the 
penitentiary alone, in place of his 
slightly more clever and vastly more 
powerful superiors). He was willing to 
admit himself a sinner, he was now 
ready to return to God. He was even 
ready to pray. Prayer was not a new 
experience; he used to teach in the 
Sunday school in happier days. So down 
he knelt by the cell cot at the preacher’s 
side and began his prayer. 
“O God,” said he, ‘‘Thou knowest I 
am a miserable sinner, forgive me for 
my many sins... .” 


Ts: PREACHER and the prisoner 


“Stop right there,’ interrupted the 
preacher, who was the stern and rock- 
bound type or he could not have done 
much good in that dark hive of hardened 
men. ‘Stop right there. What are you 
in here for?” 

The prisoner stopped short. In dead 
silence he knelt there for a few mo- 
ments. Then he began again in another 
tone: 

*“O God, have mercy on me for rob- 
bing the State Bank. ... .” 


HAT PREACHER knew his busi- 
ness. It is comparatively easy for 
us to admit in a general way that 

we are sinners, it is like admitting we 
are human. Many a person, boy and 
man, has recited the catechism and ad- 
mitted before a whole congregation that 
he was a sinner, and yet when con- 
fronted with particular charges has in- 
variably produced an alibi. Admittedly 
a sinner, he never will admit any par- 
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ticular sin. Thus he enjoys a clear con- 
science at slight cost. 

Repentance begins to bite when the 
repenter starts confessing to real and 
particular sins, when he knows in the 
center of his mind just what it is that 
he has done wrong and is willing to say 
se before God and his own soul. 

If this is true of individuals, it is 
true of society. We hear a good deal 
about the need of America’s return to 
God. We are told from many a pulpit 
(not to mention church papers) that re- 
pentance, nationally, is a condition of 
God’s blessing us as a nation. We are 
urged to pray for God’s forgiveness. 
Forgiveness for what? 


ET EVERY MAN, when in private 
L or in public he prays for his coun- 

try, think and say something more 
definite than, ‘O God, forgive our 
nation’s evil ways.’’ What evil ways? 
What have we done? Do we know what 
it is, and are we sorry enough to quit? 
Are we really repentant for the specific 
sins which brought on the war? Are we 
sorry that we elected the men who 
passed the Japanese Exclusion Act? Do 
our business men regret selling scrap 
iron to Japan? Do we acknowledge the 
conceit which brought on Pearl Harbor? 
Do we regret, and would we abandon 
without compulsion, the habits that 
have softened the fibre of the nation, 
that is to say, of ourselves? When in 
cur prayers we mention the sin of 
greed, do we have in mind some Wall 
Street ogre, or are we thinking of our 
personal habits? When we ask God to 
forgive our national selfishness, are we 
candid enough to think of our personal 
spending-budgets and can we see the 
selfishness in them? 

General repentance is a smooth and 
slippery thing, it takes hold of the mind 
nowhere, it glides from the tongue in 
oily phrases. Real repentance harrows 
the mind, cauterizes and cleanses it. 
And it is real only when it is specific. 

NOTE—This is another of Dr. Fore- 
man’s articles repeated from some years 
ago.) 
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Good New Orleans 
Combination 


For the past 17 years, Ray Fortna has 
been the popular pastor of the Carroll- 
ton Avenue Church of New Orleans, La. 
It was as a member of the faculty of 
a Leadership Training School that was 
held in the New Orleans Church some 
years ago now, that I came to know this 
Pennsylvania-born Southern Presby- 
terian minister first-hand, and was im- 
pressed by the fine work that he was 
doing. A dozen years have passed, and 
Ray Fortna is now in the 18th year of 
his pastorate at the Carrollton Avenue 
Church. His additions on profession of 
faith still continue to exceed those by 
letter or restatement, a fact which de- 
serves special mention in these months 
of our united evangelistic emphasis. 


It is the denominational background 
of Raymond Fortna, however, which is 
our special point of interest in this brief 
sketch. Lebanon Valley College of 
Pennsylvania is a school not too well 
known to Southern Presbyterians. It 
was there that Ray Fortna received his 
college work. The United Brethren 
Church was the church in which he was 
ordained to the gospel ministry, and in 
which he served the first dozen years 
of his ministry. He was called to be- 
come the pastor of the Carrollton Ave- 
nue Church in 1932, after serving as 
pastor of the Winnetka Community 
Church of Dallas, Texas, for five years. 

His evangelistic zeal, his deep spirit- 
uality and love for people make Ray 
Fortna a real contribution from the 
ministerial ranks of the United Brethren 
Church to the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States, in which to date more 
than half of his ministry has been spent. 

There are churches of which it may 
be said that they would make any man 
a better minister, even as there are 
ministers whose leadership would make 
any church a better church. The Car- 
rollton Avenue-Ray Fortna combination 
seems to be one of those partnerships 
in which both the church and the minis- 
ter are calling forth the best in the 
other, so that the best together is the 
natural result. Thus, we salute Ray- 
mond D. Fortna and the Carrollton Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church of New Orleans 
as their happy and successful pastoral 
relationship continues. . 
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CHURCH NEWS 
USA Moderator Asks 


Benevolence Increase 





Moderator Clifford E. Barbour, of 
Knoxville, Tenn., is calling upon all con- 
gregations to lend fresh support to the 
church’s benevolence budget. In a let- 
ter recently mailed to all pastors, Dr. 
Barbour said the church as a whole has 
made great strides in everything except 
benevolences, and he asks for ‘‘more 
consecration and courage” in facing 
this responsibility. Dr. Barbour called 
attention to the action of the 161st As- 
sembly at its Buffalo meeting last May 
when it was decided not to send down 
quotas to the churches, but to expect 
each congregation to set its own goal 
according to its knowledge of its giving 
possibilities. ‘‘Planned Education’’ was 
recommended by Dr. Barbour. This pro- 
gram stresses training on every level 
of church life, and it uses the audio- 
visual approach based on personal con- 
tacts with each Presbyterian family. 


Sponsorship of 3,000 DP 
Families Being Sought 


Sponsorship for at least 3,000 fami- 
lies of Displaced Persons is being urged 
by leaders of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, through a committee headed by 
James Nicol, of New York. This com- 
mittee has guaranteed that the church 
will be responsible for 2,000 family units 
and has agreed to secure for these fami- 
lies the necessary assurances. This in- 
cludes a job, a home (neither of which 
displaces another person), transporta- 
tion from the port of arrival, and the 
assurance that the family will not be- 
come a public charge. Three field 
agents of the committee are already 
working with presbyteries and synods in 
securing commitments. 


Nearly 100 Missionaries 
Still Maintained in China 

While nearly 100 Presbyterian, USA, 
missionaries are still at work in China, 
Board representatives say it will doubt- 
less be several months ‘“‘before the door 
opens to enable us to get any large num- 
ber of missionaries into China.’’ Lloyd 
S. Ruland, vice-chairman of the ad- 
ministrative committee of the Foreign 
Missions Board, told the Board at its 
last meeting that a small number of 
missionaries is getting back under 
present conditions. He said the board 
is.getting missionaries into such areas 
as Peiping, but that it does not antici- 
pate any large pouring of missionaries 
into the liberated areas. Ambassador 
J. Leighton Stuart, Dr. Ruland reported, 
had told the board to maintain its work 
at all costs, strengthening it wherever 
possible. 


Missions and Education Boards 
Establish New Education Divisions 

William N. Wysham, of New York, 
former Eastern Area Secretary of the 
Foreign Missions Home Base Depart- 
ment, is the new secretary of the 
Board’s Division of Literature and Pub- 
lications. This also includes publicity 
responsibility. The new division suc- 
ceeds the former Division of Education 
and Information headed by S. Franklin 
Mack. Dr. Mack is now with the Pro- 
motional Council and on January 1 will 
become secretary of a new Audio- 
Visual Division of the Board. The 
Board of Christian Education in Phila- 
delphia is also establishing a new De- 
partment of Audio-Visual Education, to 
be headed by Monroe Drew, Jr., of Alex- 
andria, Va. Most outstanding recent 
film produced by the church is called 
“Into the Good Ground.” Produced by 
Westminster Press at a cost of $50,000, 
it stimulates interest in the Bible. The 
story, in keeping with the emphasis of 
the second year of the New Curriculum, 
leads parents and pupils into a new and 
proper attitude toward the Bible and its 
message. 





PEACE COLLEGE 


First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. Transfer, 
General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. Program develops self-control, 
academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. 
ment, beautiful campus. Glee Club, Sports. All courses accredited. Applica- 
tions for 1950-1951 session should be made now. For catalogue, write 

William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 
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eee Child of the Church 


* Founded by Churchmen 

* Controlled by the Church 

* Looks to Christians for Support 
. 

Davidson College 


A Strong Arm of the Church 
DAVIDSON, N. C. 








WALTON W. RANKIN 
Dr. Rankin is one of several Presby- 
terian, USA, correspondents who will 
provide occasional news letters from his 
communion. He is manager of the De- 
partment of Publicity of the General 
Assembly—Editors. 


Yergin Directs Field Work; 
Morse Installed as Secretary 

A new office of field work has been 
created by the Board of National Mis- 
sions. This unit will be under the 
Division of Missionary Operation and 
will be headed by Howard V. Yergin. 
For 14 years Dr. Yergin was executive 
of the Synod of New York. In his new 
responsibility he will make adminis- 
trative contacts with the staffs of synods 
and presbyteries which have National 
Missions work in their bounds. At the 
same meeting where Dr. Yergin’s ap- 
pointment was announced, Herman N. 
Morse was installed as General Secre- 
tary of the Board. Dr. Morse was 
elected last year to succeed E. Graham 
Wilson. Others installed were Merlyn 
A. Chappel, secretary for the Division 
of Missionary Support; Elsie R. Penfield, 
secretary for the Department of 
Women’s Organizations, and John N. 
Penn, Jr., secretary of the office of New 
Church Development and Building Aid. 

WALTON W. RANKIN. 
Philadelphia. 





Agnes Scott 
College 


Its location in Greater Atlanta 
offers unusual opportunities for 
specialized training, entertain- 
ment, and placement after gradu- 
ation. Agnes Scott students may 
take journalism, business adminis- 
tration, and other subjects at 
Emory University. 

For literature or other informa- 
tion, address 

President J. R. McCain, 
Agnes Scott College, 
Decatur, Georgia. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


More Than 700 Enroll in Annual 
Queens-Charlotte Leadership School 

Queens College is again joining with 
Charlotte, N. C., churches of all denomi- 
nations in the annual leadership pro- 
gram. At the first session of the new 
year there was an enrollment of 700— 
the largest in the six years of the pro- 
gram. The school meets for six con- 
secutive Tuesday evenings. Fifty local 
congregations from nine different de- 
nominations are participating this year. 
A full page advertisement, contributed 
by Charlotte business firms, heralded 
the opening of the school. 





P. C. Student Wins Award 
In Nationwide Contest 

Allen M. Pool, Presbyterian College 
student of Anderson, S. C., won second 
place in a nationwide writing contest on 
the alcohol problem. His award was 
$50. Students throughout the U. S. and 
Canada competed, and the winners were 
announced in the November issue of 
the International Student. . . . The 
PC glee club, with 40 voices, opened 
its fall program at the Union, S. C., 
church on a recent Sunday morning. A 
tour is scheduled through Georgia in 
coming weeks. 


Few Southern Colleges 
Boast PBK Chapters 

A recent issue of the Southwestern 
News, noting the recent recognition of 
Southwestern by having a charter of 
Phi Beta Kappa granted it, reports that 
within its four supporting synods of 
Alabama, Louisiana, Missisippi and 
Tennessee there are only four other 
Phi Beta Kappa chapters, and three of 
these institutions are universities. These 
are: the University of Alabama, Birm- 
ingham-Southern, Tulane, Vanderbilt. 
Sewanee has a chapter, but Sewanee is 
not in the bounds of the Synod of Ten- 
nessee. In Arkansas, Missouri, Ken- 
tucky and Texas, institutions having 
chapters are: the University of Arkan- 
sas, the University of Missouri, Wash- 
ington University, the University of 
Kentucky, the University of Texas, Rice. 
Granted a charter at the same time as 
Southwestern, S. M. U., will soon have 
its chapter. 


ATS Juniors Name Members 
To Student Council 

Members of the junior class at the 
Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, 
Va., have named their representatives 
to the student council as follows: Gene- 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Standard two-year eollege courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
naratory courses for tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration. One and two year commer- 
cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School. 


Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 
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vive Anderson, Pontotoc, Miss.; Mar- 
gery Mallard, Tampa, Fla., and Laura 
Sanford, Hendersonville, N. C. Mary 
Stuart Hatch, Charlotte, N. C., is presi- 
dent of the council for this year. 


Representatives from Many 
Colleges at Stillman Rite 

Invitted representatives from 21 in- 
stitutions in ten states were in the re- 
cent inaugural processional when 
Samuel Burney Hay became president 
of Stillman College, the Presbyterian, 
US, college for Negroes in Tuscaloosa, 
Ala. President Benjamin E. Mays, of 
Atlanta’s Morehouse College, spoke on 
“The Functions of the Christian Col- 
lege.’”” All present on this occasion 
seemed to agree that “A new day has 
dawned for Stillman College.’’ 


Lacy Portrait Is 
Presented to Seminary 

A portrait of President Ben R. Lacy, 
Jr., of Union Seminary in Virginia, was 
recently presented.to the seminary on 
behalf of the board of trustees by James 
W. Gordon, Richmond attorney who has 
been a board member for nearly 20 
years. President E. T. Wellford, of the 
trustees, accepted the portrait for the 
seminary. Dr. Lacy is now in his 23rd 
year as the seminary’s president. 


Bainton, Dunning and Jones 
Will Lecture During Sprunt Week 
Roland H. Bainton, church history 


professor at Yale Divinity School, will 
deliver the Sprunt Lectures at Union 
Seminary in Virginia February 26- 
March 3. Other lecturers during the 
week will be Norman Dunning, of Eng- 
land, and James A. Jones, Charlotte, 
N. C. 


Speakers Listed at Davidson, 
Emory and Southwestern 

Vernon S. Broyles, Atlanta, was the 
Religious Emphasis Week speaker at 
Davidson College recently. Albert J. 
Kissling, Jacksonville, Fla., was the 
speaker at Emory University, and Ray- 
mond L. Lindquist, East Orange, N. J., 
at Southwestern at Memphis. 


BELHAVEN 
COLLEGE 


For Women 





Meets— 
The Demands of Parents 
The Needs of Students 
Maintains— 
Christian Atmosphere 
Well-rounded Educational Pro- 
gram 
Moderate Expense 
Write: 
G. T. Gillespie, President, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 











Degrees: A. 





Flora Macdonald College 


Red Springs, N. C. 


Liberal Arts College with Conservatory of Music. 
B., B. S. in Home Economics, and B. Mus 
One- and Two-year Business Courses. 

Friendly, Christian Atmosphere. Moderate Charges 


HALBERT M. JONES, Acting President 








Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. 


KING COLLEGE 


A tully accredited 4 year college. Coeducational. Presh.terian. Founded i867. 
Education. 
Competitive (2) Academie (3) Grant in Aid (4) Remunerative Work. 
For information and catalog write: 
KR. T. t. LISTON, Pres., Box P, Bristol, Tennessee. 


Four typea of Scholarships: (1) 








spiritual values. 


man lives. 


Peyton N. Rhodes, President. 


Southwestern at Memphis 


Striving for the best in edueation and in 


An excellent investment for enduring and 
rewarding dividends, the enrichment of hu 











Fully accredited. 


HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 





QUEENS COLLEGE 


A tiberal arts college which offers young 


women triining for numerous vocations. 


Write THE REGISTRAR for information. 

















PICTURE OF THE MONTH* 


Samson and Delilah 


Down through the ages many artists 
and writers have been inspired by the 
Old Testament to produce masterpieces 
—in story and song, on canvass and 
stone—depicting dramatic episodes in 
the lives of the biblical great. Among 
the subjects treated, none has had more 
attention than Samson, that baffling 
combination of weakness and greatness, 
who, as John Milton puts it, ‘‘divulged 
the secret gift of God to a deceitful 
woman.” 

Now comes Cecil B. De Mille, master 
of spectacular screen art, with his 
“Samson and Delilah’ (Paramount). To 
say that De Mille has done nothing 
superior to this is praise indeed. With 
certain deviations and expansions, 
necessary in a treatment of this length, 
the story is straight out of the Book of 
Judges. And it provides a moving ac- 
count of the man whose faith is men- 
tioned in the Hebrews 11 “gallery of 
heroes.” 

Fourteen years in the making, ‘“Sam- 
son and Delilah’’ is a graphic spectacle 
of intensely dramatic events in the 
familiar story. While liberty is taken 
with the Biblical text to provide a plot, 
there is no contradiction of facts. Their 
sequence may have been rearranged, but 





*Rated by the Protestant Motion Pic- 
ture Council. 


none of this does violence to the moral 
and spiritual elements of the biblical 
narrative. They come through with 
almost devout sincerity—as in the case 
of Samson’s prayers—and with awe- 
inspiring significance. 


The all-importnt truth that Samson’s 
hair is the symbol at once of his strength 
and of his dependence on God, that when 
the carnal nature rises above the power 
of the Spirit, compromise with sin and 
downfall inevitably ensue—with the pos- 
sibility of subsequent pardon following 
repentance—will be understood by those 
with spiritual discernment. Others 
will see the lavish spectacle, a dramatic 
story, some superb color, grandiose sets, 
the re-creation of a long past civiliza- 
tion, and some interesting characteri- 
zations. To all, it should make certain 
biblical episodes live. 


A large cast has been assembled and 
chosen carefully for each part. Victor 
Mature and Hedy Lamarr are Samson 
and Delilah. Henry Wilcoxon, George 
Sanders, Angela Lansbury, make other 
personalities come through vividly. This 
is a story of much action, some of it is 
violent, but all of it faithfully and con- 
vincingly portrayed. 

Says Dan A. Poling: “Nothing 
greater in the filming of Bible stories 
has ever been done. Here is a dynamic 
understanding of the time and person 
involved that is, I think, unequaled in 
the history of the motion picture in- 
dustry.”” FOR: Adults, young people, 
and children. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


DEATHS 

Robert F. Kirkpatrick, 72, died at his 
home in Anderson, S. C., Nov. 17. Dr. 
Kirkpatrick, father of Robt. W. Kirk- 
patrick, minister of Westminster church, 
Richmond, Va., was the pastor emeritus 
of the Anderson church where he had 
served from 1921 to 1939. 

Samuel Patton DuBois, 76, died in 
Baton Rouge, La., Nov. 15. Mr. DuBois 
was pastor of the Second church, Baton 
Rouge, 1917-1927, following which 
service he was pastor of the Jones Me- 
morial church, Meridian, Miss. In Me- 
ridian he was also chaplain of the East 
Mississippi State hospital. 

Charles W. Welch, 71, former mod- 
erator of the Presbyterian, USA, Gen- 
eral Assembly, died in Louisville, Ky., 
Nov. 13, where he had been for 29 years 
pastor of the Fourth Avenue church. 
He retired in 1945. 








CHANGES 


Raymond Paul Sharp, Kahoka, Mo., 
has accepted a call to Pleasant Hill, 
Mo., effective Dec. 15. 

F. Clay Doyle, Mt. Pleasant, Tenn., 
has resigned his pastorate, effective Dec. 
1, in order to return to Union Seminary 
in Virginia for the next six months. 

Thomas C. Clay from Buchanan, Va., 
to 1102 Villade Drive, South Charleston, 
W. Va. 

H. Ruffner Lowman, Porter Street 
church, Richmond, Va., has accepted 
a call to the Mt. Horeb church, Route 
1, Grottoes, Va., effective December 1. 

Joe Bekkering, Geveva, Ala., has ac- 
cepted a call to the First Reformed 
church, Charlevoix, Mich. 

A. N. Wells from Princeton Seminary 
to Main Street, Kingston, N. J. 

R. Allen Brown, Havre de Grace, Md., 
of Baltimore Presbytery, USA, has been 
called to the East Ocean View church, 
Norfolk, Va. 

Harold G. Wise, Roscoe, Texas, has 
accepted a call to the East Side church, 
Durant, Okla. His new address is 511 
N. E. Fourth Ave. 

Wm. H. Kadel, of the Palma Ceia 
church, Tampa, Fla., who is taking 
graduate work at Union Seminary in 
Virginia, is the supply pastor of the 
East Laburnum chapel of the Ginter 
Park church in Richmond. It is ex- 
pected that this new chapel will soon 
be organized as a church. 

Joe M. Brown, Westminster church, 
Port Arthur, Texas, has been called to 
the Gordon Street church, Atlanta, Ga. 


DEAN OF SUMMER SCHOOL 

John Newton Thomas, professor at 
Union Seminary in Virginia, has been 
named to succeed Donald W. Richard- 
son, now retiring, as dean of the annual 
summer session. Dr. Richardson will 
relinquish his duties as dean of the 
graduate department next June. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jeremiah Denounces False Prophets 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for December 4 


Jeremiah 23:16, 21-32 


Jeremiah was the most important 
prophet in Judah during the Babylonian 
period before the exile, and is consid- 
ered by some to have been the greatest 
of all the Old Testament prophets. 

He began to speak on God’s behalf 
during the reign of Josiah, when he 
was only a youth (1:4-10). The na- 
tion was in desperate circumstances. 
Supported by the preaching of the 
prophets Zephaniah, Habakkuk, and 
especially Jeremiah, the king undertook 
great reforms: the temple was cleansed, 
the Book of the Law exalted, and out- 
wardly all seemed to be going well. But 
after a reign of 31 years Josiah was 
slain at the battle of Megiddo by Necho, 
king of Egypt. Then began the moral 
descent, the rapid political decline, 
which had been only’ temporarily 
checked by the good king Josiah. Je- 
hoahaz, who succeeded him, was de- 
posed by Pharaoh-Necho, and his elder 
brother, Jehoiakim, placed on _ the 
throne; this king, selfish, luxurious and 
indifferent to the wants of the nation, 
treated with contempt the religion of 
Jehovah. He scorned the preaching of 
Jeremiah and threw his prohecies into 
the fire. 


“In 597 B. C., Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon, invaded Judah and took 
the city of Jerusalem. Jehoiakim hav- 
ing died during the siege, his son and 
successor, Jehoiakin, was taken to Baby- 
lon. Many nobles and artisans were 
carried into captivity at the same time. 
Nebuchadnezzar placed Zedekiah on the 
throne of Judah to rule over the rem- 
nant left in Jerusalem. Zedekiah after 
some years, revolting, Nebuchadnezzar 
came a second time, 585 B. C., before 
the city with his army and tore down 
the walls, razing the temple to the 
ground.” 


Jehoiakim and Jehoiachin were un- 
principled men, Zedekiah, a weakling, 
who could not restrain the folly or the 
rapacity of his nobles. For forty-one 
years Jeremiah bodly pointed out that 
the judgments of Jehovah were the 
inevitable results of their folly and sin; 
but it was all in vain. During most of 
the time, except for a few faithful dis- 
ciples, he was isolated and alone. The 
nation was rushing headlong to its 
doom. 

The message summarized in Chapter 
23 was delivered during the reign of 
Zedekiah, shortly before the end. 


I. Denunciation of Unworthy Rulers, 1-8 


Rulers in the O. T. are often referred 
to as shepherds. (Note: ‘‘Pastors’’ in 
the King James Version is rightly trans- 
lated ‘‘shepherds” in the Revised Ver- 
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sion). As shepherds cared for the flock, 
guided them into the green pastures, 
protected them from dangers, so rulers 
were to care for the interest of the 
people. But Judah’s shepherds (their 
rulers) were more like wolves, rending 
the flock. Their selfish policies haa 
scattered the flock (by exile, voluntary 
or forced, into Egypt and Babylon). Be- 
cause they had failed to visit the sheep 
entrusted to their care (i. e., to dis- 
cover and tend to their needs) God will 
visit upon them the evil of their doings. 

But, though Judah’s rulers have 
failed to watch over God’s people, he 
will restore the remnant of his people 
and set over them faithful rulers who 
will feed the flock and not destroy them. 
A shoot (new growth which springs up 
after the tree has been cut down), he 
predicts, will rise out of the fallen mon- 
archy of Judah, a descendant of David, 
who will reunite the scattered people 
of God and rule with justice over the 
earth. ‘“‘The Lord our Righteousness” 
as his name means either that the right- 
eousness of God will be realized in the 
character and work of the Messiah, 
or else that the coming King shall be a 
righteous ruler, whose reign will be 
marked by absolute justice. In those 
days Israel will no longer refer to the 
deliverance from Egypt as the great 
manifestation of God’s power, but rather 
to the deliverance of Israel from its 
wide dispersion. 

Jesus, the root and the offspring of 
David, who claimed to be the fulfillment 
of ancient prophecy when he called 
himself ‘‘The Good Shepherd,” has given 
these words and the more detailed pre- 
diction of Ezekiel (chap. 34) a more 
remarkable fulfillment than _ either 
prohet could have forseen. 


II. Denunciation of False Prophets, 9-32 


By a natural sequence the denuncia- 
tion of the unfaithful rulers is followed 
by a similar utterance ‘‘concerning the 
prophets.’”’ We need to recall that the 
prophets were not simply those who 
foretold the future, but those who 
claimed to speak in the name of God 
and to deliver God’s message to men. 
As Bennett points out, “The prophets 
and priests together were the clergy of 
Israel. They claimed to be devoted 
servants of Jehovah, and for the most 
part the claim was made in all sin- 
cerity: but in Jeremiah’s day the 
majority misunderstood his character 
and mistook for divine inspiration the 
suggestions of their own prejudice and 
self-will.’’ Until disaster gave the lie 
to their predictions they undoubtedly 


stood high in public favor as loyal patri- 
ots, while Jeremiah was branded as a 
pessimist and a traitor. As events 
proved, the men who had the ear of 
the people were Judah’s worst foes, for 
they undermined confidence in the one 
man (Jeremiah) who had a clear un- 
derstanding of the divine character and 
gave a pseudo-divine authority to the 
follies of the people and their rulers. 
In this section we have 


1. Jeremiah’s Agitation Over the False 
Prophets, 9-12 


The prophet is all undone when he 
thinks of the requirements of God’s holi- 
ness and compares with that the actual 
situation, or when he contemplates the 
words of doom which are prompted by 
the holiness of God and which he is 
compelled to utter (vs. 9). 

“The land is full of adulterers’’—not 
literally, but figuratively—tthose who 
are faithless to God. He is referring 
chiefly in all probability, to the false 
prophets, the popular orators of the 
day. The land is full of those who are 
disloyal in spirit to the God whose 
religion they teach. This in turn has 
brought God’s curse upon the land 
(‘“‘swearing” in vs. 10 should be trans- 
lated ‘‘the curse’ as in the R. V. mar- 
gin) in the form of a drought, from 
which the people are suffering (vs. 10). 
Both prophet and priest are profane, 
their wickedness has followed them 
even into the church “The penalty shall 
be a judicial blindness which urges them 
on to their ruin when God visits his 
world. To men who have ignored the 
eternal standards (holy words, vs. 9) 
the day of the divine self-revelation 
brings nothing but judgment” (12). In 
the sections that follow, Jeremiah’s in- 
dictment becomes more specific. 


2. They Encourage Evil, 13-15 


The prophets of Israel (Samaria, the 
northern Kingdom) were bad enough; 
they prophesied in the name of a false 
God and were largely responsible for 
the destruction of the nation, but the 
prophets of Judah, who prophesied in 
the name of Jehovah, are little better. 
“They commit adultery.” Jeremiah may 
mean that they were actually immoral; 
more likely, as the context indicates, 
he is speaking of spiritual adultery— 
they were unfaithful to the God whom 
they professed to serve; they falsified 
the message which God had given them 
to deliver, and walked instead in lies 
(i. e., they misrepresented the divine 
nature and failed to present God’s 
actual demands). Prophets who are dis- 
loyal to the divine standards, who fail 
to proclaim his hatred of sin, strengthen 
the hands of evil-doers, because they 
shut their eyes to the need of repen- 
tance. Prophets and hearers alike come 
then under the divine judgment, just 
as did the cities of the plain, in the 
days of Abraham and Lot (vs. 14). In 
Jeremiah’s estimation, blame for the na- 
tion’s dereliction falls ultimately upon 
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the prophets. “I will feed them with 
wormwood and make them drink the 
water of gall (bitterness), for from 
them’’—the prophets—‘is profaneness 
gone forth into all the land” (vs. 15). 
In other words, wickedness has grown 
in the land because the teachers of re- 
ligion have failed to hold before the 
people the eternal standards of right 
and wrong. 


3. They Lull the Conscience, vss. 16-22 

The heart of this paragraph is found 
in vs. 16. The people must not listen 
to their popular religious teachers be- 
cause “they make you vain” (King 
James version) or “teach you vanity” 
(Revised Version). In other words, be- 
cause they fill with vain hopes. 
How? Because “they say continually 
unto them that despise me, Jehovah 
hath said, Ye shall have peace and 
unto everyone that walketh in the stub- 
bornness of his heart they say, 
No evil shall come upon you.” (R. V. 
vs. 17). Their evil influence, according 
to Jeremiah, comes from the fact that 
they assure those who are living con- 
trary to the divine will that no evil 
shall befall them. We think naturally 
of those who deny the reality of future 
punishment. But Jeremiah was think- 
ing of those whose eyes were blind to 
the evils of their day and who 
shut the people’s eyes to the inevitable 
consequences of their conduct in this 
present life. The man who has really 
entered into God’s counsels (18) will 
declare God’s judgment against sin, that 
he who has sown the wind shall reap 
the whirlwind (19). God’s anger will 
be manifest against all wickedness. In 
the end you will understand (rather 
than ‘“‘consider’’) this perfectly, says 
Jeremiah (20). The prophets who lull 
the conscience are false prophets: ‘I 
have not sent them, yet they ran; I 
have not spoken to them, yet they 
prophesied.”” (21) If they had really 
stood in God’s counsel, or understood 
they urged the 
nation to forsake its evil doings. 

Is this still true? Where do we find 
the in the pulpit, 


you 


own 


own 


his ways, would have 


false prophets today 
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in the editor’s chair, among our authors, 
our playrights, our politicians, our edu- 
cators What does it mean to 
stand in God’s counsel? What part does 
prayer, the Word, the Spirit play? Note 
that the prophet in Jeremiah’s thought 
is not one who primarily predicts the 
future, but a preacher of righteousness 
who turns men from their evil ways. 


4. For the Word of God They Have 
Substituted Dreams, 23-32 


where? 


The exact meaning of vss. 23-24 is 
disputed. Most commentators think 
Jeremiah means that God sees and 
knows what the false prophets do and 
will punish them accordingly. Perhaps 
he means that God knows the secrets 
of every heart and life. The false 
prophet may blur moral distinctions and 
lull our conscience, but we must not 
expect to escape the all-seeing eye of 
God. These comfortable messages that 
blind us to the evil in our lives and in 
the life of the nation and assure us 
that everything is well with us and 
with the nation are dreams, nothing but 
dreams (25). The false prophets have 
been led astray by their own uncon- 
scious desires, perhaps by their own 
financial interests (26). If they suc- 
ceed in getting these fancies across, the 
people will forget God’s name and all 
that it means (i. e., his true nature 
and character). That was the great 
danger. These false prophets claimed 
to be and no doubt thought that they 
were genuine prophets of God, but God’s 
character was so different from what 
they imagined it to be that in reality 
they turning people away from 
him. 

What was the trouble with their mes- 
They taught that God would 
not forsake his people on any account. 
Jeremiah believed that the holiness of 
God compelled him to punish sin (27). 
Let the dreamer utter his dreams, if 
he will, says Jeremiah, but let him not 
confuse it with the word of God. Men’s 
dreams are as different from the word 
of God as the straw is from the wheat, 
the worthless stubble from the Bread 
of Life. The Word of God does not 
amuse men, it converts them. It does 
them with false hopes of 
when there is no peace, it brings 
face to face with God, and his 
searching demands on the human soul; 
it shrivels up that which is impure, 
burns up the dross in man’s life; as 
the hammer breaks the rock, so it 
shatters the pride and stubbornness of 
men and produces a broken and contrite 
heart (28-29). 

30-32 are directed against those 
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prophets who lack conviction. They 
borrow their words and their ideas from 
others, their utterance is a glib mechani- 
cal exercise for which they claim divine 
authority by profanely prefixing it with 
the traditional formula, ‘He (God) 
saith.”” As Bennett puts it: 


“These prophets were prepared to 
cater to the average religious appetite 
in the most approved fashion—in other 
words, they were masters of cant. Their 
office had been consecrated by the work 
of true men of God like Elijah and 
Isaiah. They themselves claimed to 
stand in the genuine prophetic succes- 
sion and to inherit the reverence felt 
for their great predecessors, quoting the 
inspired utterances and adopting their 
weighty phrases. As Jeremiah’s con- 
temporaries listened to one of their 
favorite orators, they were soothed by 
his assurances of divine favor and pro- 
tection and their confidence in the 
speaker was confirmed by the frequent 
sound of familiar formulae in his unctu- 
ous sentences. These had the true ring, 
they were redolent of sound doctrine, 
of what popular tradition regarded as 
orthodox.”’ 


But their words were their own and 
not God’s—dreams, lies, that deceived 
the people and could not profit. 

George Adam Smith sums up the 
differences between the true prophet 
and the false as indicated in this chap- 
ter: On the one hand an acute con- 
sciousness of the vices that corrupted 
the people; on the other a careless 


temper toward these vices. The false 
prophets, 

“to take them at their best, were 
blinded by their patriotism. . Noth- 


ing proved sufficient to open such eyes 
to the signs of the times. . Along 
with the priests they clung to tradition, 
to dogma, to things which had been true 
and vital for past generations but were 
no longer so for this one which turned 
exhausted truths into fetishes. To all 
these Jeremiah opposed the Word of 
the living God, who spoke to the times 
and freely acted according to the char- 
acter and the needs of the present gen- 
eration.” 


According to Jeremiah, a man who 
speaks for God must speak to men’s 
conscience and speak of the evils of his 
own day. A man who proclaims that 
God will not punish sin in the individ- 
ual or in the nation deceives himself 
and works against the best interests of 


the nation. He is a false prophet 
against whom the people should be 
warned. 


For Further Consideration 


We believe that God is love—does that 
mean he will not punish sin? Do peo- 
ple want their pastor to comfort them, 
to interest them, to deal faithfully with 
other people’s sins or with their own? 
Where is the church failing today in 
this regard? Is it the fault of the pul- 
pit or the pew? What sins are most 
apt to blind our eyes? Individual sins 
or social sins? 

(Title and Scripture selections copy- 


righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education.) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 





hey 
‘om 
ani- 
vine 
vith 
od) 


to 
tite 
ther 
heir 
Tork 
and 
to 
Ces- 
felt 
the 
heir 
con- 
heir 
l by 
pro- 
the 
ent 
ctu- 
‘ing, 
‘ine, 
i as 


and 
ived 


the 
phet 
hap- 
con- 
pted 
2less 
false 


were 
loth- 
eyes 
long 
tion, 
true 
were 
rned 
> all 
d of 
imes 
sehar- 
gen- 


who 
1en’s 
f his 
that 
ivid- 
nself 
ts of 
yphet 
1 be 


that 
peo- 
hem, 
with 
own? 
iy in 
pul- 
most 
sins 


copy- 
f Re- 


OOK. 





BOOK NOTES 


THE PROTESTANT DILEMMA. Carl 
F. H. Henry. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids. 248 
pages. $3.00. 





There are not two but three horns 
of the dilemma as here depicted, liberal- 
ism, neo-orthodoxy and fundamental- 
ism. The author’s thesis is that, while 
neo-orthodoxy is better than liberalism, 
Protestantism cannot free itself from in- 
ternecine strife and the impasse which 
this has brought until it returns to 
fundamentalism. This theme is illus- 
trated through extended surveys of the 
contemporary doctrines of revelation, 
sin and Christology. 

“The chief problem of mid-century 
thought,”’ says Dr. Henry, ‘‘is the prob- 
lem of authority.” This problem “cen- 
ters in the query, do we have an au- 
thoritative revelation of God, and, if so, 
is it rightly conceived as a word of God 
in the traditional sense?’’ The tradi- 
tional sense means the inerrant Scrip- 
ture and the author’s answer to his ques- 
tion is a reasoned, though not a pro- 
foundly reasoned, yes. 

Dr. Henry, who is professor of the 
philosophy of religion at Fuller Theo- 
logical Seminary, reveals a remarkably 
wide range of reading and presents in 
this volume a valuable introduction to 
contemporary Protestant literature. 


JOHN NEWTON THOMAS. 
Richmond, Va. 


A FAITH FOR YOU. By Brooke 
Peters Church. Rinehart and Company, 
New York. 304 pp. $3.00. 


This book offers a short and compre- 
hensive history of religion, a brief de- 
scription of the thirty and more re- 
ligious groups in the United States 
which have more than 50,000 members, 
and other features that will help the 
reader to understand various aspects of 
religious life, the most helpful of which 
is a glossary of religious terms used by 
Protestants, Catholics, and Jews. The 
historical sketch is the work of a gifted 
amateur, with powers of expression, and 
apt to teach, but is lacking at times in 
complete accuracy. The account of the 
various denominations, dealing with 
their origins, their organization and be- 
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liefs, their pecularities of worship and 
the like, will be found very helpful, not 
only in the initial reading, but also for 
reference. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


Book Prize of $7,500 
Awarded to Bainton 


Winner of this year’s Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Award is Roland H. Bainton of 
the Yale Divinity School with his bio- 
graphy of Martin Luther, ‘Here I 
Stand.” Amount of the award is $7,- 
500, with $5,000 given outright and an 
additional $2,500 advanced against 
royalties on publication of the book next 
spring. 

Dr. Bainton has been on the Yale 
faculty for twenty-nine years. He is 
the author of several other books, in- 
cluding ‘‘The Church of Our Father,” 
“The Life of George Lincoln Burr,’ and 
“The Martin Luther Chrstmas Book.” 
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